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Randomized Controlled Experiments



An excavator is digging up a site for a 
new building. Unbeknownst to the 
driver, the site contains a grave. The 
driver does not notice the grave and 
digs through it. Later, human remains 
are found. 

Consider the following scenario

Would you judge this differently if the 
driver was a human or a machine? 



People’s Reaction to the Scenario
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Do Humans Always
Reject Machines?
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Descriptive Statistics

Moral Functions for judgment of AI and Humans 
(Subject Fixed Effects, focused on treatment (human vs machines))



Consider three basic 
dimensions of morality: 
Harm, Intention, & 
Wrongness
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Moral Functions for judgment of AI and Humans 
(Subject Fixed Effects)
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People judge humans by intentions, and machines by their outcomes

People find more harm in violent scenarios involving machines

People are more forgiving of humans in accidental situations

People are a bit more ‘judgy’ of humans in scenarios 
involving fairness (algorithmic bias, labor displacement)

How do we judge machines

People judge human intentions bimodally, and machine actions unimodally

People take machine success or improvements more for granted
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